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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 1681 
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TAGS: PFOR, PORG, PGOV, PN, OAS, NU 

SUBJECT: TORRIJOS VISITS TO OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN STATES 

REF STATE 099699 

1. PRESIDENT SOMOZA HAS ADVISED THAT HE IS AWARE OF THE DISCUSSIONS 
WHICH PANAMANIAN CHIEF OF STATE TORRIJOS HAD IN HIS VISITS TO 
GUATEMALA, EL SALVADOR, AND COSTA RICA. SOMOZA HAS STATED THAT 
HE BELIEVES THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANCE TO THE FACT THAT TORRIJOS DID 
NOT STOP IN NICARAGUA, EXCEPT THAT TORRIJOS WAS AWARE OF THE 
NICARAGUAN POSITION ON THE THREE PRINCIPAL ISSUES WHICH HE DIS- 
CUSSED: (1) SOMOZA'S CONSISTENT POSITION HAS BEEN NOT TO APPLY 

THE BANANA TAX AS DESIRED BY PANAMA; (2) NICARAGUA HAS ALREADY 
EXPRESSED ITSELF AT THE UN AS HAVING COMMITTED ITS VOTE FOR THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL SEAT TO ARGENTINA AND, (3) SOMOZA IN THE MEETING 
OF PRESIDENTS AT PORTO ORDIZ GAVE "LIP SERVICE" TO THE RESOLUTION 
OF THE PANAMA CANAL ISSUE. 

2. SOMOZA BELIEVES THAT IN GUATEMALA THE TWO PRINCIPAL 
OBJECTIVES OF TORRIJOS WERE: (1) BANANA TAX, AND (2) TO OBTAIN 
SUPPORT FOR PANAMANIAN SEAT IN UN SECURITY COUNCIL. OBJECTIVES 
WERE SOMEWHAT LESS PRECISE IN EL SALVADOR AND COSTA RICA, BUT 
SINCE POSITION OF NICARAGUA WAS WELL KNOWN TO TORRIJOS ON ALL 
THREE ISSUES ABOVE, SOMOZA BELIEVES THAT TORRIJOS DID NOT FEEL 
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USEFUL PROGRESS COULD BE MADE IN NICARAGUA BY BRIEF STOPOVER. 
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